The precise etiology of the many cases of infection by acephalic asexually budding cestode larvae (metacestodes) recovered from humans and other animals is uncertain (Beaver and Roland, 1981). Although determination of the species of cestode may remain equivocal, several types of metacestodes are thought to be involved, including aberrant spargana, cysticerci, cysticercoids, and tetrathyridia (Beaver and Roland, 1981). Of the forms described, the racemose cysticercus ("cysticercus racemosus") refers to aberrant proliferating cestode larvae that manifest as an unencapsulated bladder or several bladders that "bud" exogenously to form a multilocular cyst resembling a bunch of grapes (Slais, 1967; Manson-Bahr and Bell, 1987). Specific identification is difficult as this form is usually devoid of scoleces. As such, and because generally it is localized in the human central nervous system, ABSTRACT: An aberrant case of proliferating coenurosis caused by Taenia serialis in immunosuppressed
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The precise etiology of the many cases of infection by acephalic asexually budding cestode larvae (metacestodes) recovered from humans and other animals is uncertain (Beaver and Roland, 1981). Although determination of the species of cestode may remain equivocal, several types of metacestodes are thought to be involved, including aberrant spargana, cysticerci, cysticercoids, and tetrathyridia (Beaver and Roland, 1981). Of the forms described, the racemose cysticercus ("cysticercus racemosus") refers to aberrant proliferating cestode larvae that manifest as an unencapsulated bladder or several bladders that "bud" exogenously to form a multilocular cyst resembling a bunch of grapes (Slais, 1967; Manson-Bahr and Bell, 1987). Specific identification is difficult as this form is usually devoid of scoleces. As such, and because generally it is localized in the human central nervous system, it is commonly regarded as an aberrant cysticercus of Taenia solium. However, it has been suggested that racemose cysticercus may, in some instances, be a sterile coenurus ( scoleces were fed to a dog. Praziquantel (Droncit, Bayer) was administered to the dog 21 days prior to infection and no subsequent evidence of helminth infection was detected in the feces during this period. Thirty-six days postinfection (PI) (when gravid segments were first noticed in the feces), the dog was killed with an injection of sodium pentobarbitone via the radial vein. The small intestine was removed quickly, dissected along its length, and the adult worms collected, placed in phosphate-buffered saline, and positively identified as T. serialis. Eggs were teased from the worms and 10 male mice (5 Quackenbush Swiss [QS], 5 CBA/CaH) were infected with approximately 1,500 eggs each via a stomach tube. Mice were immunosuppressed with betamethasone using the protocol described by Esch (1964).
Three of the mice (1QS, 2 CBA/CaH) autopsied 6 wk PI had developed fertile subcutaneous cysts that ranged from 0.5 to 1.0 cm in diameter. The life cycle was subsequently maintained by feeding approximately 10 protoscoleces from 1 cyst to a dog. From the second adult generation only 1 worm was recovered. Eggs were teased from this worm and used to infect another group of 10 immunosuppressed male mice (5QS, 5CBA/ CaH). Three large subcutaneous cysts were found in 3 of the immunosuppressed mice (1QS, 2 CBA/ CaH) when autopsied 8 wk PI. These mice also harbored cysts in their peritoneal cavity. One of these cysts was a large (approximately 5 cm diameter), asymmetrical, proliferating structure devoid of scoleces (Fig. 1) . It closely resembled 
